
It’s a snowy December evening. You are out shopping with your family and
you are so incredibly bored. You split off from your family and wander down
an aisle full of decorations. You spy an entire shelf of snow globes and decide
to check them out.

As you approach the shelf, one particular snow globe catches your eye. It
features a snowy cabin surrounded by pine trees, with a snowman built
outside, and a reindeer flying in the air. You are simply enchanted by this
particular globe. You pick it up and bring your face closer to it, your nose
practically touching the glass. You turn it upside down to shake it, making
the snow fall gently within the globe. As you turn the snow globe back
upright, you swear you see the snowman wink at you.

You hear a whooshing of air and the temperature drops around you. You feel
snowflakes falling in your hair. You look around at your surroundings -
somehow, you’ve been drawn INSIDE the snow globe! You see the snowman
again, and he waves at you, startling you! You decide to approach him.

When Buffalo Bills safety Damar Hamlin was injured on
January 2's Monday Night Football game, the community
searched for ways to show their love and support him. That
is how Mrs. Gately's sixth-grade classes at Emmet Belknap
learned that no act of kindness is too small.

The class wrote to Hamlin with get-well cards and photos of
support. A funny thing happened while the class was busy
at work. They realized the impact Hamlin had on the world
and wanted to follow in his footsteps. 

"He made me realize that giving is better than receiving
because he gives to kids that do not have gifts and toys.
Plus, he raised over 3.5 million dollars in one day, and I think
it's awesome," said Calydon.

Bailey echoed the message to Damar, "I love what you are
doing for little kids, and my dream is to one day be just like
you."

Such a tragic event with a positive outcome for both
Hamlin and many children who now have a new hero!

Students at George Southard in Ms. Ottaviano's
class continue to send well wishes to Damar

Hamlin and the Buffalo Bills! Go Bills!

AM Buffalo host Mercedes Wilson visited Aaron
Mossell JHS to speak with students and teachers
about MLK, Jr. and Aaron Mossell's impact on our
community, school, and students. 

It's easy to draw parallels between Dr. King and Aaron
Mossell. Mr. Mossell was a self-educated individual
that championed the concept that everyone is
deserving of a quality education and that education
was the key to success and equality. In 1872, he
initiated the process to desegregate the Lockport City
School District because he wanted everyone to have
the same access to education as their white peers.
 
In 1876, his perseverance resulted in the
desegregation of the Lockport City School District
nearly 80 years before the landmark Supreme Court
decision (Brown vs Board of Education, 1955)
eliminated segregation in schools in the United
States.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THESE UPCOMING MUSICALS IN MARCH!

January 13 was National Rubber Ducky Day and Emmet Belknap
got super creative on different ways to celebrate!

In lunch, students were asked to submit their guesses as to how
many stacked-up Rubber Duckies it would take to reach the top
of a pillar in the cafeteria. And in math class, students were
asked to figure out how many Rubber Duckies it would take to
reach the top of the Emmet Belknap tower*. Little Rubber
Duckies were hidden around the building for students to find
throughout the day and bring a smile to their faces. 

*The answer is 594.125 ducks. 

Savanna & Izzy Shaft’s world centered around ice hockey since
they learned to skate on the ice at a young age. The two sisters
have always loved being on the ice, playing for local travel teams
and house teams but never for school athletics. Watching their
friends play for their own school teams the sisters grew
frustrated. Years after learning how to skate side by side, the
sisters have now made Lockport athletic history, side by side. 

The sisters began the winter sports season at LCSD representing
Lockport on the newly combined Kenmore- Grand Island-
Lockport Girls Ice Hockey team (now known as KenGI-Port). In
early December, Savanna scored the first goal ever recorded in
Lockport's Girl's Ice Hockey history. And don’t discount Izzy, she’s
following her big sister's lead and has a few goals under her belt
now. Way to go lion trailblazers!

student profile: SHAFT SISTERS

Four of the Buffalo Bandits players came to PE
classes at RBK and taught grades 1-4. Students
were told that they all "earned" one free ticket to
a game.  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLSNew experiences at our 

George Southard has begun its process of
implementing a vertical den showcase at their
school. Each student and teacher is assigned a
country to represent throughout the year. The
first vertical den showcase was held in December
where students in each grade level presented
facts about the country they represent. It is a new
way for students to meet one another in different
grade levels and also build on their social skills.

Charles Upson fourth-grade students celebrated
National Fourth Graders Day in early January. Fourth-
grade students work hard, yet still are guided by a
wonderful imagination. 

Mrs. Benjamin's 2nd graders create their very own YETI to
go along with their New Year Resolutions. This cute
craft/writing activity entitled "Are you YETI for the New
Year?" is the perfect way to set goals for the 2023 year!
Samples included "I am YETI to get better at helping my
parents. I will start doing the dishes. I will start doing
laundry. I will clean the house." and "I am not very good at
basketball. I need to get better at basketball. I need to
practice three point shots." 

Charles upson

Anna Merritt

ROY B KELLEY

GEORGE SOUTHARD
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QUESTIONS...
mr. bonnewell

Lion Bytes
In schools, we are fortunate to celebrate two "new years" in September and January. Each of these
dates provides an opportunity for reflection, assessment, and planning. Please take some time this
month, in this "mid-year new year" to review with your child on their progress thus far and to set a

plan for the remainder of the school year. Celebrate together their achievements so far and plan for
their continued effort to ensure even more successes. There is much to look forward to in 2023 and

unlimited opportunities for student success! Happy New Year to each of you.

DISTRICT NEWSLETTER FROM INTERIM 
SUPERINTENDENT MR. BONNEWELL

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY

at Lockport City School District

January 2023

Junior bills fans

WHAT WAS THE
BIGGEST THING

YOU'VE LEARNED IN
2022?

"Not to be overly confident about what I'm doing."
- Ethan Saraf, Aaron Mossell JHS, 8th grade

 
"I learned a lot about Colonial America and the weather. In Colonial America, there was a difference in dress

according to socioeconomic class. The rich wore fancy clothing that looked very uncomfortable.  
I also learned a lot about how weather affects people in many different areas. It can be very destructive."  

- Forrester Riggs, Roy B. Kelley, Grade 4 
 

"ALWAYS make time to spend with family and friends. The memories will last a lifetime!" 
-Ms. Hamluk, LHS, Spanish Teacher

 
"Patience and perseverance go hand in hand. It's important to be focused on the journey as well as the goals as

the journey may need to involve detours. That's where the patience and perseverance come in handy!"
-Mrs. Wylke, LHS, Principal

 
"The biggest thing I learned in 2022 was learning multiplication. It made math easier for me. I used it to figure out

how much money it was going to cost our family when we went to dinner at Wendy's."
-Faith, Anna Merritt

 
"The importance of Self-Reliance. Although sometimes we look for and need the support of others, it's important

to depend upon our own abilities as well. Even your shadow will leave you when you're in darkness." 
- H.C., Lockport High School West

 

STUCK IN A SNOW GLOBE with emmet belknap

TRY THE ESCAPE ROOM
ADVENTURE HERE!

WATCH CHANNEL 7'S
NEWS STORY ON MRS.
GATELY'S CLASS HERE.

MY SPOT IN THE WORLD
with charles upson

In the days leading up to Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, students at Charles
Upson learned a lesson about diversity. Mrs. Wurl, School Counselor pushes
into the classroom about five times a year. This lesson was about diversity and
uniqueness. There are millions of people in this world and many different kinds
of people, with different backgrounds, cultures, and characteristics. We each
have our own strengths and talents that make us who we are. The world needs
each person's individual strengths and talents so that we can create new
ideas, new perspectives, and new actions.

After reading the book "Finding Your SPOT in the World" students were asked
to write what their spot is in the world; what makes them unique. Then each
student drew a photo of themselves on a dot to show their uniqueness. 

John Lang, also known as Bills Elvis, has been selected as the Buffalo
Bills nominee for the NFL Fan of the Year award. In February, at the
Super Bowl, he'll learn if he is the number one fan in all of the NFL!
Roy B. Kelley was lucky enough to have him welcome students to
school recently. Bills Elvis walked the halls and posed for pictures
around the school spreading Bills cheer (which was not hard to do on
this particular Friday before playoff weekend).

Get well Damar #3!

Bills Elvis visits roy b kelley

Mrs. Rak, the Library Media Specialist at Emmet Belknap developed a winter escape room for students. Through a
series of questions and by putting their research skills to good use, students can escape the snow globe. It's a virtual
escape room that she used Google Forms to create! 

"I thought it would be a fun, pre-break activity for teachers to share with their students. I figured it was probably a nice
change of pace for everyone," Mrs. Rak explains. "I got tons of positive feedback, and requests for more to be created
for different holidays."

NATIONAL RUBBER DUCKY DAY At emmet belknap

(Left) Charles Upson students are studying African American heroes who have faced enormous obstacles and
accomplished amazing things in many different areas. They created this display in the entryway to show what they've
written. (Right) Mrs. Leous' 5th Grade class at Emmet Belknap created flipbooks and PicCollages for MLK, Jr. Day. 

WATCH THE MATH
LESSON HERE.

(Left) Students at Charles Upson Elementary made Damar Hamlin,
the Buffalo Bills & their medical staff over 145 letters/posters in total.
Mrs. Maslowski, a teacher at Charles Upson dropped off the letters to
Smile Mail. The organization sends out a smile package for free to
anyone who needs a little cheer in their life. 

The January Student Of The
Month students at Anna Merritt
Elementary were surprised by
from Lockport boxing legend,
Joe Taylor. Mr. Taylor came in to
eat pizza and teach the students
a few boxing moves. 

Joe attended Anna Merritt
Elementary as a kid so he
enjoyed visiting his old school.
He walked the halls and the kids
and staff were just excited to see
him! Surely smiles were spread
that day. Thank you, Mr. Taylor!

ANNA MERRITT
JOE TAYLOR VISITS

celebrated at Aaron mossell jHS & throughout the district

Performances will be held on
 March 9  at 7:00 PM

March 10 at 7:00 PM 
March 11 at 2:00 PM

in the AMJHS Auditorium.

Aaron mossell junior 
high School Musical:

once upon a mattress 

Lockport High School 
Musical: All Shook Up

Performances will be held on 
March 24 & 25 at 7:00 PM

 March 26 at 2:00 PM
in the Lockport High School 

Visual and Performing Arts Center

Sources of Strength is an international
organization that has a chapter at LHS. At
a recent training, 75 Peer Leaders and 12
Adult Advisors discussed how strength
may be cultivated by using the "Wheel."
The group discussed how different
aspects of life can build strength (family,
positive friends, mentors, spirituality,
calming activities, generosity, mental
health, and physical health [including
sleep and hydration], etc). Peer Leaders
are trained to act as "connectors."

Sources of Strength is recognized as an
effective program that harnesses the
power of peer social networks. The goal is
to change unhealthy norms stemming
from things like anxiety, depression, and
stress. The club strives to build protective
influences amongst peers and spread
hope by focusing on stories of strength,
rather than on stories of trauma.

STRENGTHING CONNECTIONS
at Lockport High School

Roy b. Kelley Musical: 101 Dalmatians Kids
Performances will be held on 
March 23, 10 AM & 7 PM and March 24 at 7:00 PM 
at the Palace Theatre

Savanna, #12 (left) is a
freshman at Lockport High
School and Izzy, #9 is in 8th

grade at Aaron Mossell Junior
High School.

 
 

WATCH THE AM BUFFALO
NEWS STORY HERE.

What opportunities, experiences, and courses
should be available to students in High School
that align with their needs, dreams, and career
exploration? Which of those should be
mandatory?

Feedback requested 

TAKE THE
THOUGHTEXCHANGE

SURVEY NOW.

from NYS Education Department

RobShots / Niagara Gazette

https://www.facebook.com/LockportCitySchoolDistrict
http://www.lockportschools.org/
https://twitter.com/LockportSchools
mailto:%20blicata@lockportschools.net
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vo-qxVZ4hAk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vo-qxVZ4hAk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSciAEaiYZlFa-LT4y-t5gvLif2sT5yhEfJgzO_SpFmwFNt1mA/viewform
https://www.wkbw.com/news/local-news/buffalo-strong/lockport-middle-schoolers-write-to-damar-hamlin-words-of-encouragement
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vo-qxVZ4hAk
https://www.wkbw.com/am-buffalo/lockport-students-express-what-martin-luther-king-jr-meant-to-them
https://my.thoughtexchange.com/scroll/644270582/welcome

